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disappearance. On the contrary, when the sun is moving
northward in the spring, they play the game of cup-and-ball
to hasten his return.1 Means like those which the Esqui-
maux take to stop the departing sun are adopted by the
Ewe negroes of the Slave Coast to catch a runaway slave.
They take two sticks, unite them by a string, and then wind
the string round one of them, while at the same time they
pronounce the name of the fugitive. When the string is
quite wound about the stick, the runaway will be bound fast
and unable to stir.2 In New Guinea, when a Motu man is
hunting or travelling late in the afternoon and fears to be
overtaken by darkness, he will sometimes take a piece of
twine, loop it, and look through the loop at the sun. Then
he pulls the loop into a knot and says, " Wait until we get
home, and we will give you the fat of a pig." After that
he passes the string to the man behind him, and then it is
thrown away. In a similar case a Motumotu man of New
Guinea says, " Sun, do not be in a hurry ; just wait until I
get to the end." And the sun waits. The Motumotu do
not like to eat in the dark ; so if the food is not yet ready,
and the sun is sinking, they say, " Sun, stop; my food is not
ready, and I want to eat by you."s Here the looking at
the sinking sun through a loop and then drawing the loop
into a knot appears to be a purely magical ceremony
designed to catch the sun in the mesh; but the request that
the luminary would kindly stand still till home is reached or
the dinner cooked, coupled with the pffer of a slice of fat
bacon as an inducement to him to comply with the request,
is thoroughly religious. Jerome of Prague, travelling among
the heathen Lithuanians early in the fifteenth century, found
a tribe who worshipped the sun and venerated a large iron
hammer. The priests told him that once the sun had been
invisible for several months, because a powerful king had
shut it up in a strong tower; but the signs of the zodiac
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